Of recent years it has come to be recognised that the outpatient department of a hospital attached to a medical school occupies a very important place. There it is that the student is brought face to face with a very large number of cases. While a considerable proportion of these are of such a nature as to require, and obtain, indoor treatment, there is always a majority whose ailments are not sufficiently severe to warrant their admission to the wards. The former are seen and the diagnosis gone into with the students by the outdoor staff, while the latter form a new field of study altogether, and a very important one, for the future practitioners. The students have opportunities in the wards of again seeing the serious cases, but they must attend the out-patient department regularly if they are to learn what after all will make up a very large proportion of their future practice.
Up till now, the accommodation at the Western Infirmary Dispensary has been far from ideal from the point of view of the patient, the teacher, and the taught. The consultingrooms were cramped and stuffy, dressing-rooms practically Accommodation has been provided for the janitor over the dispensing-room and waiting-hall in the south-west corner.
The building has been constructed from plans prepared by Mr. John James Burnett, A.R.S.A., and Mr. Thomas Young, engineer, has had charge of the lighting and heating.
The heating is done by low-pressure hot water, on the Reck patent circular system, the circulating water being warmed by steam, which is taken from the main boilers of the infirmary. The steam is led into a heating chamber in the basement of the dispensary, where it is reduced to a low pressure before being applied to the heating system. The circulating apparatus is erected partly in this chamber in the basement, and partly in a small room on the upper floor, and from it the main hot water pipes are lead into the ducts. These ducts are built under all the corridors in the dispensary, and in them the hot water flow and return pipes are arranged on the two-pipe system.
The apparatus is divided into three main circulations, each running the whole length of the building, and each separately controlled by valves.
From the main pipes in the ducts a flow and return branch is taken through the floor to each radiator. 
